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Hello Friends of the TARGET Center!

As you may have noticed, our newsletter has a brand new name! This is just one of many
changes the TARGET Center has gone through in our 10 year existence. Another change of
which some of you may not be aware, was that on August 30th the Secretary signed into
effect the USDA/CAP Partnership that provides free Assistive Technology accommodations
to all qualified USDA employees with a disability. Please visit our website for more information

on the 'CAP Partnership'. One thing, however, has remained constant over the years. The
TARGET Center is here to help you!

10TH
ANNIVERSARY

The inaugural issue of TARGET Access is a special Double Issue due to the fact that October
is Disability Awareness Month. In these pages you will find detailed information on our Fall
Open House and 10th Anniversary Celebration as well as a profile of our founding director,
Ophelia Y. Falls. Furthermore, October marks a busy month for disability-related events, as
evident in our extended Calendar of Events.



Disability Awareness Month

Frequently Asked Questions

What isNational Disability Employment Awar enessM onth?

Congressdesignated each October as National Disability Employment AwarenessMonth (NDEAM). The
Officeof Disability Employment Policy hastheleadin planning NDEAM activitiesand materia stoincreasethe
public’sawareness of the contributionsand skillsof American workerswith disabilities. Variousprograms
carried out throughout the month aso highlight the specific employment barriersthat still need to be addressed
andremoved.

What isJWOD?

The Javits-Wagner-O’ Day (JWOD) Program provides employment opportunitiesfor nearly 40,000 Ameri-
canswho areblind or who have other severedisabilities. State and private nonprofit organizationsemploy
theseindividuasand they providequality on-time goodsand servicesto thefederal government

What isJWOD Week?

National IWOD Week providesan opportunity for community rehabilitation programs (CRP) and federal customers
to recogni zethe Javits-Wagner-O’ Day Program. In particular, CRPs are encouraged to use thisopportunity toinform
and educatetheir public policy makersabout the WWOD Program.

What can | dotohelp honor NDEA month?

Attend eventsliketheoneslisted inthisnewdetter, including the TARGET Center's Fall Open House on October
10th. Ask aDisability Resource Center near you for waysthat you can help spread theword. Volunteer at various
disability related organizations. For moreinformation, feel freeto contact the TARGET Center.

What can | doif | havean employeethat needsaccommodations?

All theinformation necessary to request accommodationsisavailableonthe TARGET Center websiteat
www.usda.gov/oo/guide.ntm. Additionally, pleasefed freeto cal the TARGET Center with any questionsat 202-
720-2600. Remember, under the new USDA/CAP Partnership, al approved accommodationsarefree of chargeto
employeeswithaqudified disability.

Arethereany new initiativesto hiremor e peoplewith disabilities?

Executive order 13163 was created to promoteanincreasein the opportunitiesfor individualswith disabilitiesto be
employed at al levelsand occupations of the Federal Government, and to support the goa sarticul ated in section 501
of theRehabilitation Act of 1973. Thisinitiativeaso required each Federal agency to prepareaplantoincrease
employment opportunitiesfor individuaswithdisabilities.




DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH
Calendar of Events

October 9, 10 am
NDEA Month Opening Ceremony
"New Freedom in the 21st Century"

This event will be videotaped and broadcast on the
internal LAN monitors throughout the USDA facilities
located in the Washington, D.C. area. All employees are

Jefferson Auditorium )
Washington, DC encouraged to attend the opening ceremony program.
|
Octo.ber 9,1 pm -3 P m October 9-10
Leading and Managing
E . oo, 5th Annual
mployees with Disabilities
. . USDA Agency
Jefferson Auditorium Inf, :on Technol
‘Washington, DC nformation Technology
Showcase
Whitten Building Patio
Washington, DC
October 10, 9 am - 2 pm
USDA TARGET Center
10th Anniversary Celebration AT ke
and Fall Open House for imericy
October 12-20
JWOD Week
Oct 16, 10 am
Panel Presentations & Exhibits
APHIS
Riverdale Conference Center
24,1
October 22 ,9 am - 2pm QCtober 0 am
. . Fidos For Freedom
FS Unity Festival p .
Decator, TX l.'esentatlon
’ Riverdale Conference Center




USDA TARGET CENTER
10th Anniversary Celebration
& Fall Open House
October 10th, 2002
9am -2 pm
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m Schedule:

On October 10th, the USDA . .

TARGET Center will hold a 2 2m - 10 am: A Brief Program of Recollections and
Remarks with Ophelia Y. Falls,
founding director.

0am - 2 pm: TARGET Center Open House
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brief program of recollections
and remarks with Ophelia Y.
Falls at our annual Fall Open
House. As the founding direc- . .
tor of the TARGET Center, Information Sessions:

Opbhelia helped lay the ground-

work for disability programsand ~ 10:00 am - 10:45 am: Screen Readers

procedures in the Departmentof ~ 11:00 am - 11:45 am: Voice Recognition Software
Agriculture. She was a technical  12:30 am - 1:15 pm: Ergonomics

advisor to the first Secretary’s ~ 1:15 pm - 2:00 pm: USDA/CAP Partnership
Advisory Committe on Em-

ployees with Disabilties

(SACED) and a member of All Open House attendees who sign-in are eligible to win
APDA. Ms. Falls' efforts in the one of several exciting prizes in a drawing at the end of the
disability arena extended to non-  day. Non-present winners will be contacted.

USDA areas as well, including

GSA Section 508 Intiatives, a All information sessions will be conducted in the

past Chair of Interagency Dis- Conference Room located in the back of the TARGET
abilities Awareness Showcase, Center. TARGET Staff will be giving ongoing tours of all
serving 4 years on the Planning  the Assistive Technology and Ergonomic devices in the
Committe for the Perspectives center.

on Employment of Persons with
Disabilities Conference, she was
a member of RESNA, Interna-
tional Commission on on Tech-
nology and Accessibility ICTA
Noth America, She was an an-
nual presenter at CSUN Inter-
national Conference on Technol-
ogy and People with Disabilities.
Please join us at 9 am on Octo-
ber 10th in the TARGET Cen-
ter to help honor this extraordi-
nary woman.
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A sign-language interpreter has been scheduled. Assistive
listening devices, magnification devices, notetakers, alterna-
tive formatting (i.e. braille, diskette, large print, etc.) are
available if requested in advance.

Helping People. It's What We Deo.




